
News from Denver.  

 

The ATA Board of Directors 

met in Denver on January 17, 

2009 at the Red Lion Hotel in 

conjunction with the ATA an-

nual membership meeting. 

Some important events were 

announced, as well as deci-

sions that will affect many 

breeders.  

You are all invited to join the 

ATA Board of Directors and the 

North Dakota Tarentaise Asso-

ciation at the summer Board of 

Directors meeting, to be held 

in Bismarck, North Dakota on 

June 19th and 20th. This will be 

a very special event, with a 

banquet and regional events 

sponsored by the North Dakota 

Association to honor the induc-

tion of Neil Zimmerman into 

the ATA Hall of Fame. More 

details will be available on the 

web site in the future, but im-

mediate information can be 

obtained by contacting Brian 

Ledahl   in North Dakota at 701

-694-3511. 

There was some exciting news 

about the ATA Website. In 

2008 there were 64,898 hits. 

Remember that those people 

who are looking through our 

web site are looking at the 

classified ads, and also follow-

ing the links, which could in-

clude your own personal indi-

vidual web page, available 

through the office for only $35.  

The individual web page con-

tains one photo and informa-

tion about your farm or breed-

ing program. The ATA office 

has received many compli-

ments on the web site, and 

more information will be 

added based on specific re-

quests received at the office.  

The ATA office has contracted 

with MMI Genomics to provide 

the DNA typing for AI sires. In 

the past, blood typing was 

used, and if a bull had been 

collected, but died before 

having his blood typing done, 

that sireõs progeny was not 

eligible for registry.  Now, if 

you have some semen in your 

semen tank from a bull that 

wasnõt blood typed, it is possi-

ble to simply send a straw of 

semen to MMI Genomics and 

have the DNA typing done, 

thereby allowing that bullõs 

semen to be used for regis-

tered progeny. DNA typing 

information and paperwork 

kits are available from the ATA 

office.  The semen samples do 

not need to be kept cool or 

frozen when sent for evalua-

tion.  Current live sires can be 

DNA typed via a small blood 

sample card, by semen or hair 

testing.  Bulls that were previ-

ously blood typed do not need 

to have further testing done.  

The ATA will reinstitute the 

National Tarentaise Show at 

the National Western Stock 

Show at Denver, Colorado in 

January of 2010. Dates will be 

announced as soon as final 

arrangements are made with 

the NWSS. The board meeting 

and annual membership meet-

ing will be scheduled to coin-

cide with the show. We need 

cattle from all parts of the 

country to be displayed and 

compete in the show. We need 

at least 50 animals to make the 

show, so all entries are encour-

aged. Please start now identi-

fying cattle in your herd that 

you would like to exhibit, and 

keep an eye out for the good 

ones in this yearõs calf crop. I 

think it is imperative that we 

exhibit our cattle at a National 

event to keep our breed in the 

spotlight. The National Show 

will follow the same rules and 

classes as the previous show 

Copies of the class birth date 

divisions may be obtained 

from the ATA office to assist 

you in your planning for en-

tries. If you cannot exhibit 

cattle, please plan to come to 

Denver, attend the meeting 

and show, and have a great 

time visiting with fellow Taren-

taise breeders.  

Board elections resulted in re -

election of Brian Davenport 

and Maureen Mack Kullman for 

a second term.  Leonard Sheriff 

graciously agreed to serve on 

the board to fill a member 

vacancy.  

(See òPresidentó on page 8) 
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My grandparents on my dadõs 

side of the family homesteaded in 

1915 south of Gillette, Wyoming 

and one mile west of Maysdorf.  

My dad was born in Verdel, Ne-

braska in 1913.  My grandparents 

on my motherõs side home-

steaded three miles east of Mays-

dorf in 1915.  

My granddad went to Montana to 

run a thrashing crew during the 

war and my mother was born in 

Coffee Creek, Montana.  They 

were married in February, 1939.  

My dad passed on in 1991 and my 

mother is still living with Kay and 

I today.  Kay was born in Okla-

homa and moved to Wyoming 

when she was eight years old.  

Her dad worked in the oil fields.  

Her parents have since passed 

on. 

Kay and I lived in Gillette when 

the kids were in school and in 

1985, we built a home at the ranch 

and started to run the ranch.  We 

had about 400 cows and 220 

brood mares.  In 1990, we sold 72 

draft mares that went to the PMU 

line in Canada.  

That fall, we went to Glenrock, 

Wyoming to buy some bred 

cows.  The Meikes at Kaycee 

were drought out and had 118 

head of young cows all 3/8 to 5/8 

Tarentaise cross and we bought 

them when they had calves out of 

Red Angus and Charolais bulls.  

We got hooked on the Tarentaise 

cross cow.  

During the fall of 1991, we bought 

our first Tarentaise pure bred and 

full blood bred cows from H & W 

Livestock in Burns, Wyoming.  In 

January, 1992, we went to the 

Tarentaise stock show in Denver.  

In the late spring of 1992, we 

bought our first Tarentaise bull 

from the Hat Ranch. 

In 2001, the drought started and 

we moved cows out on pasture in 

the different areas.  After seven 

years, all our cows ended up in 

Coon Rapids, Iowa in lease with 

the Hat Ranch.  We maintained 

about 100 cows with the Hat 

Ranch.  We have been bringing 

heifer calves back to Wyoming 

and breeding them as yearlings.  

Then, we send the pregnant ones 

back to Iowa.  It will be3 at least 

two more good years before the 

grass is back at full strength.  Last 

year, we sold the ranch to the 

coal company but have lease it 

back for five years.  

We are the parents of four chil-

dren, ten grandchildren and nine 

great -grandchildren, soon to be 

eleven great -grandchildren.  

Currently, we are into more re-

tirement and less work.  Weõll see 

how that works out.      

            Les and Kay Haight  

R ANCHERS  OF  THE  QUARTER : 
    Les and Kay Haight, Gillette, Wyoming  
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Congratulations!!!  
Les and Kay for your 
outstanding efforts 
producing and pro-
moting Tarentaise 
cattle.  

 



Weakness in the U.S. economy has 

resulted in very soft beef demand 

in recent months.  The situation is 

made worse by the impact of 

global economic weakness and 

changes in exchange rates on 

many foreign customers for U.S. 

beef.  Since 2004, Mexico has 

been the largest buyer of U.S. 

beef on a volume basis.  These 

exports are not only important in 

terms of the quantity of meat sold 

to Mexico but also because Mex-

ico typically buys end meats and 

lower valued cuts for which there 

is less demand in the U.S.  How-

ever, the recessionary impacts in 

the U.S. and Mexico are having a 

large impact on U.S. beef sales in 

Mexico.  The following trade ex-

ample is based on beef round, 

which is a very popular cut in 

Mexico known as Milanesa.  

In January, 2008, the wholesale 

price of beef round was about 

$1.50/lb. and the Mexican Peso 

exchange rate was at 10.91.  The 

Peso had remained at roughly 11 

to the dollar for several years.  

Thus, the price of beef round in 
Mexico was about 16.37 Pesos/
lb.  As the U.S. economy weak-

ened in 2008, the Mexican Peso 

initially strengthened so that by 

August, 2008, the Peso was 10.13 

to the dollar.  The price of beef 

round had increased to $1.69/lb., 

an increase of 12.7 percent but the 

stronger Peso meant that the price 

of beef round in Mexico was 17.1 

Pesos/lb., an increase of only 4.6 

percent.  Beef sale to Mexico re-

mained strong through mid -2008 

but dropped sharply by October 

when the Peso began to devalue 

rapidly.  

The U.S. economy has for many 

years had a 

big impact 

on the 

Mexican 

economy 

and it was 

inevitable 

that the U.S. 

recession 

would be 

felt in Mexico.  By January, 2009, 

the Peso had fallen to 13.89.  The 

price of beef round was $1.71/lb., 

up 14 percent from January, 2008.  

However, in Mexico the price was 

23.8 Pesos/lb., up 45 percent from 

one year earlier.  Not surprisingly, 

beef sales to Mexico have de-

creased sharply in recent months.  

The Mexican Peso weakened to a 

peak level of 15.4 in early March.  

Although beef round prices fell 

from January to March, even at last 

yearõs level of $1.50/lb., the price 

of beef round in Mexico is still 41 

percent higher due to exchange 

rates alone.  The Mexican Peso 

appears to be gaining some 

ground and has strengthened 

back to around 14.2 to the dollar 

in mid -March.  However, the re-

cessionary impacts in Mexico and 

the still higher prices for U.S. beef 

mean that exports to Mexico will 

be constrained in 2009.  

ATTENTION!  
Anyone having any semen for ALPIN for sale, please contact Maureen Mack Kullman at (541) 546 -2020 or e-mail at 

mcmack2@mindspring.com.  ALSO, for those wishing ñand we hope many are planning the trip ñto attend the 

Summer Board Meeting in Bismarck, ND, you can make your reservations as soon as possible.  The North Dakota 

Association has a block of rooms at the Seven Seas Motel in Mandan, ND and this will be the HQ for all events.  The 

number of the motel is (800) 597 -7327 or (701) 663-7401 and should be made as soon as possible.  The dates for 

this meeting are June 19th and 20th.  You should mention that you are with the North Dakota Tarentaise Association 

when you make your reservation.  THANK YOU!!  

Scientists dispute antibiotic -resistance report  
     By Drovers news source  |   Wednesday, March 18, 2009  

limited studies or information is a 

big jump, and there is no proof to 

link MRSA in humans to pigs and 

pig operations at this time, said 

Ching Ching Wu, professor of 

veterinary pathobiology and head 

of microbiology in Purdue's Ani-

mal Disease and Diagnostic Labo-

ratory. Wu said there is more sci-

entific evidence to support the 

spread of MRSA among humans 

and from humans to animals rather 

than from animals to humans.  

A University  of Iowa study men-

tioned in the Times column was a 

pilot study that looked at only two 

farms, and only one of them had 

the organism. Another Dutch 

study was also inconclusive, ac-

cording to the Purdue experts.  

Both Ebner and Wu said that be-

cause MRSA is so prevalent, the 

best way to avoid infections is to 

always use proper hygiene.  

Ebner, assistant professor of ani-

mal sciences, conducts research 

into microbiology issues associ-

ated with livestock, including food

-safety and human-health implica-

tions. Wu researches infectious 

diseases and antimicrobial resis-

tance and is on the U.S. delegation 

to address antimicrobial resis-

tance in food worldwide.  

Purdue University experts said a 

New York Times opinion piece 

this week that tried to establish 

pigs as a source of MRSA infection 

for humans is "highly speculative."  

MRSA (methicillin -resistant 

Staphylococcus aureus), or antibi-

otic -resistant staph, can be found 

anywhere in nature, according to 

Paul Ebner, a livestock microbi-

ologist. While he said there has 

been an increase in the number of 

these infections and that pigs and 

other animals can be carriers, the 

vast majority of infections come 

from skin -to-skin contact with 

infected humans.  

Making assumptions based on 

The Impact of the U.S. and Global Recession on Beef 

Exports to Mexico By Derrell S. Peel, OSU Extension Livestock Marketing Specialist  
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ò...it was 

inevitable 

that the U.S. 

recession 

would be 

felt in Mex-

ico. ò 



New York Rep. Louise Slaughter 

(D) introduced legislation last 

week that would ban the use of 

non-therapeutic antibiotics for 

livestock. Proponents of the meas-

ure say the practice of regularly 

feeding low doses of antibiotics to 

cattle, pigs and chickens breeds 

strains of antibiotic -resistant bac-

teria that can be dangerous to 

humans. 

The science behind those claims 

is fuzzy, claim livestock produc-

ers. National Pork Producerõs 

Council president Don Butler said, 

òThis is irresponsible legislation. 

We are committed to maintaining 

the well -being of our animals, and 

we need access to a range of ani-

mal health products to keep our 

pigs healthy and, in turn, produce 

safe food products. This bill will 

prevent that, and weõll see more 

pigs die and higher production 

costs, and that means consumers 

will pay more for pork.ó 

Texas A&M University animal 

scientist Ron Gill says barring 

antibiotics would decrease pro-

duction efficiency about 15 per-

cent, and more animals would 

need to be used to produce the 

same amount of food. Gill says 

there is skepticism about the ac-

curacy of research on antibiotics 

used in livestock production. 

Texas Rep. Mike Conway (R) 

agrees with those skeptics.  

òAny decision regarding the use 

of antibiotics in animal feed lots 

should be based on sound science 

and facts,ó Conway said. òThere is 

no evidence that the antibiotics 

used have contributed to in-

creased resistance in humans.ó 

A 2000 survey of human health 

experts found that 96 percent of 

antibiotic resistance in humans is 

due to human use of antibiotics. 

Additionally, according to the 

Animal Health Institute, less than 5 

percent of animal antibiotics are 

used for nutritional efficiency ñ 

which promotes growth ñ and 

even the majority of those prevent 

diseases. 

Here are some shows we have 

lined up so far:  

Show #1 is in Blackfoot Idaho  

September 4 -12 

http://www.idaho -state-fair.com/  

Show #2 is in Spokane Washing-

ton  

September 11 ð 20 

Their web site is not all set up yet, 

but you can watch for it @ :  http://

www.spokanecounty.org/Fair/

SIF/Competitions/  

Show #3 is in Yakima Washington  

September 25 ð Oct 24 

Hey all you breeders out there!  

We are working on promoting the 

Tarentaise breed through shows 

here in the Northwest!  We have 

received a good reception and 

had the opportunity to talk to 

many commercial cattlemen about 

what we can offer to them.  The 

superintendents at these shows 

are nice and easy to work with 

and act like they really want us 

there.  We have chances to intro-

duce the breed to those unaware; 

show that we still have important 

qualities to offer, and, of course, 

create so good will with the òcity 

folks.ó  

Their web site isnõt up for the year 

either, but watch for it @:  

 http://www.fairfun.com/fair/

participation/

competitive_exhibits.asp  

We are trying to promote the Tar-

entaise breed. Letõs show them 

our wares. You can get entry 

deadlines, show rules, entry fee 

and premium information from the 

websites listed as they come on 

line or If you have any questions, 

feel free to call me and I will help 

forward any info you may want.  

We have a lot of fun doing these 

shows and have met many fun 

people.  

Northwest Promotion of Tarentaise Cattle  
       By Jeannie King, 7K Tarentaise, Caldwell, ID  

According to NCBA, the òClean 

Air Act is fundamentally ill -suited 

for regulating greenhouse -gas 

emissions, and it was never the 

intent of Congress for the act to be 

used for this purpose. Instead, the 

act was intended to regulate tradi-

tional air pollutants from major 

emitters on a state or regional 

level. While the CAA has seen 

success in cleaning up criteria and 

other pollutants, it is not ade-

quately equipped to address 

global climate change.  

òAgriculture is a minor source of 

GHGs overall and should not be 

regulated under a climate -change 

program. According to the EPA, in 

2006, greenhouse -gas emissions 

from the entire agriculture sector 

represented only 6.4 percent of 

total greenhouse -gas emissions in 

teragrams of carbon dioxide 

equivalents (Tg CO2 Eq) in the 

United States. Over half of that 

amount is due to emissions from 

soil management when growing 

crops.ó 

Sens. John Thune (R-S.D.) and 

Charles Schumer (D -N.Y.) have 

introduced bipartisan legislation 

that would prohibit the Environ-

mental Protection Agency from 

requiring livestock operations to 

get Clean Air Act Title V permits 

for greenhouse -gas emissions 

caused by biological processes.  

Although such regulation by the 

EPA is unlikely, the National Cat-

tlemenõs Beef Association ap-

plauded the effort and sent a letter 

in support of the proposed bill. 

Congress will consider antibiotic ban  

 
    By Drovers news staff  |   Wednesday, March 25, 2009  
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Senators propose legislation to prevent "cow taxó 

 

          By Drovers news source  |   Wednesday, March 25, 2009  

òTexas A&M 

University 

animal scien-

tist Ron Gill 

says barring 

antibiotics 

would de-

crease pro-

duction effi-

ciency éó 



Every year at "preg" checking 

time, ranchers evaluate cows and 

make decisions as which to re-

move from the herd.  One criteria 

that should be examined to cull 

cows is udder quality.  Beef cattle 

producers are not as likely to 

think about udder health and 

shape as are dairy producers, but 

this attribute affects cow produc-

tivity and should be considered.  

It may be easier to be accurate in 

your culling decisions, if you 

exam the udder soundness of the 

cows shortly after calving when 

they are at the peak of lactation 

and the udder is as large as at any 

time. Take time during the spring 

calving season to write down 

which cows have unsound udders.  

Ranchers may be surprised to find 

that about 2/3 of the range cows 

tested experimentally were in-

fected with one or more mastitis -

causing bacteria in one or more 

quarters.  Two previous studies 

(one in 1977 and another in 1983), 

indicated that the occurrence of 

clinical mastitis in the beef cows 

herds were 17.5% and 11.9%, 

respectively.  These caused re-

duced weaning weights of 12.5% 

and 7.3%, respectively.  A later 

study (1986) of beef cows found a 

higher percentage of clinical mas-

titis of 37%.  The weaning weight 

loss of calves nursing infected 

cows was 9.6% and these re-

searchers noted an economic loss 

of $31.43 per calf due to occur-

rence of mastitis in the dam.  The 

presence of the organisms does 

not necessarily mean that the cow 

has clinical mastitis and her milk 

production will suffer.  It is known 

that the incidence of dry quarters 

increase with cow age.  

An experiment conducted re-

cently at the Range Cow Research 

Center near Stillwater gives some 

indication as to the impact of mas-

titis on beef cow performance.  

Also the OSU scientists examined 

the effects of intramuscular treat-

ment with "long -acting" oxytetra-

cycline at weaning time and again 

at calving on the subsequent milk 

production and calf weaning 

weights.  They found that cows 

with one or two dry quarters had 

calves with severely reduced 

weaning weights (50 - 60 pounds) 

compared to cows with no dry 

quarters.  Treatment of cows at the 

previous weaning and/or after 

calving with the long -acting 

oxytetracycline did not influence 

calf weaning weight.  

The heritability estimates of udder 

characteristics are variable.  A 

study done in Brahman cattle for 

the heritability of udder sound-

ness indicated that progress could 

be made by selecting for udder 

soundness.   They reported that 

25% of the differences in udder 

soundness was due to genetics.   

Beef Improvement Federation 

Guidelines have suggested that 

the heritability of udder sound-

ness in beef cattle is estimated 

at .16 to .22 which means that 

some progress can be made by 

selecting against unsound udders.  

 An evaluation system for udder 

soundness has been developed 

and used by some breeds.  Teat 

shape and udder suspension are 

the two primary characteristics 

evaluated.  Below are drawings 

representing sound udders on the 

left and unsound udders on the 

right.   

The first two drawings are teat 

shape.  The very "funnel" shaped 

teat may have been mastitic in the 

past.  New born calves will find it 

difficult to nurse such a teat.   

NEW - On "CHR Breeders" page:  

Check out the listing of ATA mem-

bers that also participate in the 

CHR - Complete Herd Enrollment 

- program.  This allows interested 

buyers to quickly locate an ATA 

member breeder in their area.  

  

NEW  - Sandy in the ATA office will 

make a web page for each 

breeder who sends to the office 

NEW - On "Sale and Semen Info" 

page:  Now available - semen 

straws for sale by ATA members.  

Includes comments from the mem-

ber about each sire, and price per 

straw.  Any ATA member can be 

included on this page by sending 

the information to the ATA office.  

This service is part of your mem-

bership benefits.  

  

informational text and (optional) 

photos about the breeder's opera-

tion.  The CHR breeder's List will 

be linked to the breeder's web 

page, and available for viewing 

with the click of a button.  This will 

give each ATA member breeder 

the marketing opportunity to de-

scribe in more detail what they 

do, what they sell.  Another ATA 

member benefit.  

ATA Office Announces New Items On the ATA Web Site  
       Sandy Brummund, ATA Office Manager  

Udder suspension :  Weak udder suspension leads to 

"pendulous" broken -down udders that also are very 

difficult for young calves to nurse.  

Teat Shape :  Note the large "funnel -shaped" teats on 

the cow on the right  

 

Udder Soundness is Important Culling Criteria  
 

    By   Glenn Selk, OSU Extension Cattle Reproduction Specialist  
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Cows two and four would be excellent candidates for culling this fall.  

òRanchers may 

be surprised to 

find that about 

2/3 of the range 

cows tested ex-

perimentally 

were infectedéó 
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Leonard Sheriff, a long time ATA breeder/member in Georgia, held 

a successful promotion of the Tarentaise breed at the Sunbelt Agri-

culture Expo in Moultrie, Georgia on Oct. 14,15,& 16, 2008. The 3 

day event attracted over 100,000 visitors to the 700 acre site stocked 

with exhibits and devoted to demonstration/research.  

Sandra Fulghum, daughter of Mr. Sheriff, reports that the display 

they set up in the beef pavilion created lots of interest in the Taren-

taise breed. A cow/calf pair from their farm, Seven Lakes Tarentaise, 

was part of the display. Their cow was one of the few cattle in the 

beef pavilion that would allow kids to pet her. And people were very 

impressed with the size of a 4 month old calf.  

Leonard continued his message of educating the public about the 

benefits of owning Tarentaise, "the only breed worth having". The 

beef pavilion was well attended and many visitors were introduced 

to the Tarentaise Breed, the American Tarentaise Association, the 

Southeast Tarentaise Association, and the Virginia Tarentaise Asso-

ciation.  

Tarentaise Breed Promoted at Sun-

belt Agriculture Expo - Moultrie, 

    We have semen for sale from several older    

     foundation bulls:  

Dakota                      Polled Master  

Ignace                   Igniter  

General                               Isba 

Atlantic                               Belliquex    
  Along with others  

Please contact us for your A/I needs.  

D & D CATTLE COMPANY  

TARENTAISE & ANGUS  

    402-456-7454           check out our new website  

   dmbraesch@gmail.com             danddcattle.com  

Adjusted 205 day weaning weight ð for age of  Dam 
Damõs age in days   Added pounds for adjustment 

<=1004                        male = 60 

                                     female = 54 

<=1338                            male = 40 

                                        female = 36 

<=1703                            male = 20 

                                      female = 18 

<=3561                          male = 0 

                                     female = 0 

>3561                            male = 20 

                                      female = 18 

Used in the ATA Registry program.  

Found on pg. 120 of the BIF (Beef Improvement Federation) Guidelines.  

CONTACT US FOR YOUR BULL NEEDS  

AMERICAN TARENTAISE ASSOCIATION 

JUNIORS 

The office received the following from Michaela Braesch : 

òThank you for the scholarship money.  I really appreciate the money 

given to me as it allows me to further my education.  I am at South Da-

kota State University and am majoring in Animal Science.  

Thank you, Michaela Braeschó 

 

Also want to WELCOME a new Junior member:  

Hannah Eller -  283 Volney Rd.   Mouth of Wilson,  VA  24363  
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OUR SPONSERS 

TARENTAISE  BREEDING  STOCKñFULLBLOOD /P ERCENTAGE  

 ð  BR3 TARENTAISE  ð 

Check with us for your A/I needs 

Semen available on many of the breedõs top bulls. 

 

¶ Visitors Welcome  

¶ Breeding stock for sale ñCheck with us before you buy  

 

Dennis Puppe                Dr. HQ Tucker  

Hatfield, MO                Orange, VA 

660-845-2383               dhpbull@grm.net                         540-672-2328 



Larry and Mary Kay Novotny  

April 4, 1959 to April 4, 2009  

Please share some special memories that you have about the couple from the last 50 

years...include a picture if you have one... If you cannot make it to the party please feel 

free to send a card and your memories to:  

Larry and Mary Kay Novotny,  22437 290th St., Martin, SD 57551  

The ATA board has decided that 

the Tarentaise Talk will be consid-

ered to be the official source for 

notification of ATA business, so be 

sure to read through each issue. 

Details about dates for some 

events are not always available at 

the time the Tarentaise Talk is 

produced, so checking on the web 

site under the News and Events 

category will be helpful as dates 

and specific locations may be 

posted there as soon as the infor-

mation becomes available.  
A new Sire Summary will be pro-

duced this year, using data col-

lected since the last summary 

done in 2005.  There will be 

printed copies as well as publica-

tion on the website of the data 

when it is compiled. Thanks to all 

of you who diligently collected 

and submitted data on your calf 

crops. Your bulls will get the 

credit they deserve and the entire 

breed will have updated trend 

information and more current 

EPDõs. 

As a member of the ATA, you are 

all encouraged to ask questions, 

give constructive criticism, and 

make positive suggestions to the 

office or any board member or 

officer. Please try to attend the 

sales and exhibits in your region 

to support fellow members who 

are participating and exhibiting.   

I hope to see you all at Bismarck 

or Denver in the next year.  

 

Maureen Mack Kullman  

 President,  

American Tarentaise Assoc.  

President (cont. from page 1)  

During the reorganization meeting 

following the annual membership 

meeting, it was decided to re -

elect the same executive commit-

tee to serve in the same offices for 

2009. 

If anyone would like to become 

involved in the ATA Board of Di-

rectors, please express your inter-

est to any of the current board 

members or to the ATA office. 

New board elections will occur in 

the Fall. Serving on the board of 

directors is an excellent way to 

find out how the organization 

works and an opportunity to make 

positive changes. In addition itõs a 

great way to meet and spend time 

with other breeders from different 

parts of the country.  

òA new Sire 

Summary will be 

produced this 

yearéó 
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The Virginia Tarentaise Associa-

tion is again having their Eastern 

Tarentaise Round Up sale on April 

17, 2009.  The time for this event is 

now 10:30 AM.  It will be held at 

the Virginia Beef Expo on the 

grounds of the Rockingham    

County Fair in Harrodsburg, Vir-

ginia.  

There will be 32 lots to sell includ-

ing bulls, open heifers, bred heif-

ers and  cows with calves at side.  

For information, contact  Sam or 

Kipp Whelan at 540 -350-2313.  

They can be reached on the sale 

day at 540-487-1623 or 540-830-

3001. 

Cattle will be on display Thurs-

day afternoon the 16th and before 

the sale on Friday for your in-

spection.  

EASTERN TARENTAISE ROUND UP SALE  

ATTENTION ATA MEMBERS!!!!!  

The ATA will be publishing a new Sire Summary this early spring.  We ask you to complete your registrations 

& "compute only" for your Spring 2008 calves, as soon as possible.  This will give you the most accurate up -

to-date EPD's for your animals.   Likely it will be 4 -5 years before another across breed calculation is done.  

Colorado State University will very soon be doing the computations for updating EPD's since the last ATA Sire 

Summary, published in 2005.  The updated EPD's apply to all Tarentaise animals registered with the ATA up 

to the date of submission of data to CSU, not just sires.  More animals in the data base mean more accurate 

numbers for the Tarentaise breed.  

GET YOUR ATA 

DUES AND CHR 

FEES IN AS SOON 

AS POSSIBLE 



Many cow calf producers have 

given preconditioning, or value 

added programs some serious 

thought in the past and decided it 

didnõt fit their program.  After all, 

it requires more work, more risk, 

more expense, and more facili-

ties.  It has been hard to see how 

the increased return is worth it!   

Today, however, with increasing 

production costs for every phase 

of beef production, it may be time 

for the calf producer, stocker, and 

feeder to look for ways to divide 

dollars wasted on health problems 

between them, rather than leave 

these dollars on the table.   Today 

we think of preconditioned calves 

as a value added product, but 

tomorrow they may well be the 

standard, with calves that are not 

preconditioned bringing a re-

duced price, or in other words 

earning a discount.    

Feed yards in Oklahoma that were 

surveyed report that they would 

love to buy preconditioned calves 

and are willing to pay for them, 

but they just canõt find enough of 

them.  Most of their precondi-

tioned calves are coming from 

other states, which reduces the 

demand for Oklahoma cattle. It is 

hard to evaluate what the program 

costs because all producers are 

different.   Many producers are 

already doing most of what it 

takes to qualify and only would 

have to add a few steps to earn 

certification, while others are 

doing little or nothing to help pro-

tect their cattle and would need to 

add the cost of the whole program 

to their operation cost.   There is 

also a wide range in price in-

creases received.   According to 

McKinney, in 2007 calves mar-

keted at lighter weights can see a 

$10 to $14 dollar per cwt divi-

dend; while steers marketed at 

800-900 lbs may only see $2 or $3 

per cwt bonus.   Preconditioned 

heifers tend to see their biggest 

dividend at higher weights than 

steers, likely because of the good 

heifers that are marketed as re-

placements.  

The whole concept of precondi-

tioning is built around preparing 

the calf for stress and exposure to 

pathogens before he encounters 

these challenges.   This is done 

through weaning, vaccination, and 

nutrition.   When done right, the 

calf is ready to enter the produc-

tion phase and continue to gain 

from day one without death loss, 

treatment costs, or poor feed effi-

ciency.   It is vital that the calf con-

tinue to gain during the precondi-

tioning period because that gain, 

along with less shrink compared 

to bawling calves right off the 

cow, is a big part of the dividend 

returned to the producer along 

with a better price.   Much re-

search has been done on this and 

there seems to be something 

magic about 45 days off the cow.   

Prior to that point there is very 

little benefit in disease reduction, 

but after 45 days he is ready to 

face the world.   Shipping calves 

right off the cow also stacks 

stresses on top of each other due 

to shipping, processing, and com-

ingling in a new environment, all 

when his immune system may 

need to be dealing with disease 

exposure.  

If you would like to learn more 

about including a preconditioning 

program into your operation, and 

pick up part of the millions of dol-

lars the beef industry is leaving on 

the table each year, you may want 

to contact Doug McKinney, exten-

sion value -added specialist at 

Oklahoma State University De-

partment of Animal Science.   He 

c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t 

doug.mckinney@okstate.edu and 

will be glad to help provide the 

information you need to make a 

sound management decision.    

Yesterdayõs producers didnõt an-

ticipate the changes in our indus-

try that have tightened the profit-

ability window today.   If you want 

to be profitable tomorrow you 

need to start positioning your 

operation today.   Stockers and 

feeders are recognizing that 

health losses are everybodyõs 

problem, and they are willing to 

pay more for your cattle to reduce 

these losses.  Are you willing to 

meet them in the middle to claim 

your share of the savings?  

 
Source: Dave Sparks, 
DVM, Area Extension 
Food Animal Quality and 
Health Specialist  
 

 

 

making payments through the 

Internet.   

Click on PayPal on the Home 

Page.   

Write a short description of what 

you are paying for, or record an 

Invoice #.  Enter the amount you 

will be paying to the ATA.  When 

the Pay Now button is clicked, the 

member is taken to a secure Pay-

Pal payment page where credit 

card information can be entered.  

Upon completion of the payment, 

One of the actions the Board of 

directors took at the January 

board meeting in Denver, was to 

direct Sandy in the office to make 

payments easier for the member-

ship.  It was decided to sign the 

ATA up for PayPal.  This will be 

much easier and more secure for 

both the Association and the mem-

bership.  

ATA members can now pay with 

credit cards by accessing PayPal 

through the ATA web site.  PayPal 

acts as a secure middle man for 

the member is returned to the 

ATA web site.  A member does 

not need a PayPal account to use 

this service.  Questions? Contact 

Sandy in the ATA office.  

Pay Pal is NOT available to pay for 

your ads in The Tarentaise Talk . 

  

 

 

PAYPAL NOW AVAILABLE TO PAY ATA FEES  
    Sandy Brummund, Office Manager, American Tarentaise Association  

        402-639-9808   

Will Preconditioned Calves Be The Standard In The Future?   
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òFeed yards in 

Oklahoma that 

were surveyed 

report that 

they would 

love to buy 

precondi-

tioned 

calveséó 
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Adding color adds 
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means that if there 

are 8 business card 

ads on one page and 

only one is color, 

then that ad pays the 

entire $80.  If all 

want to be in color, 

then each would pay 

$10 extra. 



I have 3 Tarentaise heifers that I 

breed with our bull, Norris. I pur-

chased these from Dr. Tucker. 

They breed and deliver beauti-

fully and at the same time within 

weeks of each other for the past 2 

years. They are all pregnant 

again. This is all done naturally. 

They are also grass -fed only and 

supplemented with natural miner-

als, and the steers that we sold this 

fall produced superb meat.  

We also cross breed with High-

land cows, and the calves pro-

duced are also excellent. The 

Tarentaise calves grow very fast. 

The Highland/Tarentaise mixes 

grow a little slower, but are very 

muscular. All are gentle and easy 

to handle. I am so pleased with the 

health of the herd and the ability 

for them to do so well on grass. I 

kept one of the Tarentaise bull 

calves and he gets along well with 

Norris. Norris did not sire him, 

and I will use him to breed with 

the cows sired from Norris. I cur-

rently have 3 Highland/Tarentaise 

cow calves that Norris sired.  

When they are old enough, I will 

breed them back to our regis-

tered Tarentaise young bull, 

Jeronomo. 

I had 2 of my young bulls on 

display in the Big Red Barn at 

the Virginia State Fair 2007. 

They were so friendly and let 

everyone pet them. Many peo-

ple asked me about the breed 

as they were not familiar with 

them. I am so glad that I chose 

the Tarentaise. Doctor Tucker 

was right. They are a fault -free 

breed.  Since we were new at 

this, we started off slow, but 

are so satisfied that we will be 

expanding our herd.  

Please see the attached picture 

of Norris, our bull, and a pic-

ture of last year's calves. The 

Highland/Tarentaise mix cow 

calf is in the middle of the 2 

Tarentaise bull calves. To see 

how fast the Tarentaise grow, 

she was born in October and 

they were born 4 months later 

in February. They were al-

ready catching up to her when 

this picture was taken in late 

April.  

Jerry and  Bonnie Phillips  

NORRIS  

2008 CALVES  

TESTIMONIAL FOR TARENTAISE   
                                                             Amber Densch,  Eldorado, IL  

corn or beans each year.  7 Acres 

seeded in Eastern Gamma Grass, 

which is used for hay production.  

The rest of the acreage is seeded 

in fescue, timothy, and orchard 

grass.  A majority of the remaining 

acres are used strictly for grazing 

purposes, while a small portion 

are used to get a first cutting of 

hay, and then grazed for the rest 

of the summer.    

In years past, when we were run-

ning more cattle on our farm, we 

utilized the practice of manage-

ment intensive grazing (MIG).  We 

found this to be quite beneficial 

for both the pastures and our 

herd.  With the current size of the 

herd, MIG is no longer necessary 

to sustain the pastures during 

summer months.  

We are able to produce all of our 

hay on these few acres, therefore 

controlling the quality of forage 

fed to our cattle.  Hay is fed pri-

marily from September to May, 

but sometimes longer, depending 

on weather conditions.  During the 

cold winter months, a ration of 

70% soybean hulls/30% corn 

gluten is fed to keep the herd in 

good condition.  Trace mineral is 

supplied to our cattle year round, 

and high magnesium blocks and 

tubs are made available in the spring 

months.   

Along with good quality nutrition, 

we also believe in the necessity of 

a comprehensive vaccination and 

deworming program.  All of our 

cattle are vaccinated each spring 

for the most common respiratory 

and reproductive diseases and 

dewormed at six month intervals.  

As calves are born, they are vacci-

nated, weighed, and, if necessary, 

dehorned.  

As for the future of Illini Taren-

taise, we plan on increasing the 

size of our herd while, along the 

way, preserving and strengthen-

ing the quintessential traits that 

attracted us to the Tarentaise 

breed 15 years ago.  

                    

       Amber Densch  

Illini Tarentaise is a 60 acre farm 

located in Eldorado, IL.  Cow/calf 

operation started in 1993 w/2 

bred heifers from Stengerõs Blue-

grass Tarentaise in Kentucky.  

We currently have 17 breeding 

females, both purebred and per-

centage Tarentaise. We have 1 

Tarentaise herd bull which was 

purchased in 2003 from Anken-

man Ranch in Oklahoma.  

The goal of our operation is to 

produce quality purebred and 

percentage Tarentaise cattle that 

carry, and pass on, the essential 

traits that make Tarentaise the 

great breed that they are today.   

The traits that we have most 

strived to concentrate in our herd 

genetics are lower birth weights 

in combination with competitive 

weaning/yearling weights, sound 

conformation, superior maternal 

instincts, and last but not least, an 

easy-going temperament.  

This farm is self -sustaining, with 

each acre being utilized to the 

fullest extent.  15 Acres are put in 

TESTIMONIAL FOR TARENTAISE  

     Jerry and Bonnie Phillips, Chesterfield, VA  
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