AMERICAN TARENTAISE ASSOCIATION

Volume 4 Issue 2

P RESIDENT

& PONDERINGS

The ATA Summer Board Meet-
ing was held in Mandan, North
Dakota at the Best Western
Seven Seas Hotel on Friday,
June 19. The meeting was
hosted by the North Dakota
Tarentaise Association. These
folks deserve great recogni-
tion and a huge
from all of the board members
and their spouses for the won-
derful organization, hospitality
and camaraderie.

The board room was stocked
with homemade cookies of
many varieties. The facilities
were excellent. We had visi-
tors to the board meeting in-
cluding four Hall of Fame
award winners from years past
AChris Klein, Dennis Puppe ,
Gary Klein, and
Tucker. After the meeting,
board members and their
spouses were treated to the
Professional Bull Riding (PBR)
show on Friday night, June 19.
Transportation was furnished,
along with narrated tours of
the city.

On Saturday, we were all
treated and transported to Fort
Lincoln State Park, site of the
encampment of General Cus-
ter. There were reenactments
of military skirmishes, a camp-
ground with authentic food
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being prepared, historical
buildings to visit, a demonstra-
tion of old time medical treat-
ments, and a camp ground at a
recreated Indian Village.

There was even a musical
troupe from the Theodore
Roosevelt State Park at Medora
performing on the camp
ground.

In conjunction with the Sum-
mer Board Meeting, a banquet
was held on Saturday night
honoring the induction of Neil
Zimmerman into the ATA Hall
of Fame. Since the location
was convenient for a lot of
previous and current members
of the ATA, a North Dakota
Tarentaise Association reunion
was held. Members, retired
and active, from the US and
Canada, came to honor Neil
and to get together and dis-
cuss old times. The gathering
was very well attended.

Gary Klein, Joel and Connie
Fisher, and Annette Curl were
the most obvious organizers of
the festivities
they had a lot of help. Thank
you all again for the wonderful
programs you provided.

Board meeting business in-
cludes the fact that the 2009
Sire Summary information has
been tabulated. Production of
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the actual summary with analy-
sis of trends and explanations
of how to use the summary,
along with should be on the
web site by the end of sum-
mer.

The ATA office frequently gets
requests from producers to
help them find Tarentaise
breeders with whom they have
dealt with in the past. Old
membership lists are going to
be used to contact everyone
who has or has had Tarentaise
cattle or semen, so that we can
refer people to Tarentaise
owners in their region. In
talking with some of the peo-
ple who attended the North
Dakota reunion,

(President

con

ATA

Board of Directors

Pres  Maureen Mack Kullman
Vice -Pres. Bill Armbrust
Treas Andrew King

Sec Brian Davenport

Member Jamey Altman
Member Les Haight
Member Brian Ledahl
Member Leonard Sheriff
Member Sam Whelan

OFFICE MANAGER
Sandy Brummund
9150 N. 216th St,
Elkhorn, NE 68022
Phone 402-639-9808

Web site
www.americantarentaise.org
Email
americantaretaise@yahoo.com




THE TARENTAISE TALK

PHOTOS

“Joel Fischer(G) Gary Klein(G) Les Haight Steve Welberg(G) , Maureen Mack S Leonard Sheriff || George Dean(G)
Christ Klein (G) Brian Ledahl Sam Whel | rev% Doc Tucker(G)

~ 4 GEVEN SEAS {8
£ suN S |




VOLUME 4 ISSUE 2

R ANCHER
D & DT ARENTAISE

Duane Braesch and his son Dan
bought their first head of commercial cattle
in 1976. In 1988, local feed salesman Tom
Schweers introduced Dan and
Duane to Gordy Fordyce, who
discussed the benefits of Tar-
entaise. Use of Tarentaise
genetics, along with the ex-
pansion of their herd, ap-
pealed to Dan and Duane.
Thus, D & D Cattle Company
was formed outside of
Omaha, Nebraska with the
purchase of D
entaise herd bull, which was
used on the commercial cow
herd. After seeing the first set
of calves and the uniformity of
them coming from cows of
various breeds, it was de-
cided to use Tarentaise bulls
exclusively on the herd and
retain the Y2 blood females
for replacements. The value of the Taren-
taise influence was realized at this point
[maternal traits] when the calves from
these females were born. In 1993, D & D
Cattle ventured into the purebred business
with the purchase of 10 registered Taren-
taise cows. The bulls from these cows were
marketed through Fordyce and the Hat
Ranch. As the years went on, Dan and
Duane concentrated on bringing more
registered purebred Tarentaise and Angus
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cattle into the herd. The cows were win-
tered at Duaneds home,
pasture near Herman, NE during the sum-
mer.
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OF THE QUARTER
& A NGUS CATTLE COMPANY

D & D Cattle Company now con-
sists of Duane and Helen Braesch and Dan,

groups according to breed, and have a
herd bull rotation to complement heterzy-

Marilee, Courtney, and Michaela Braesch.

rst Tar -

In 2001, Dan and his wife Marilee, and their
two girls Courtney and Michaela, moved to
a farmstead adjacent to the pasture in Her-
man, NE, which is located about thirty
miles north of Omaha, and took the herd
with. Here, they are better able to
manage and care for the herd. In
addition to the purebred Taren-

taise and Angus cattle, a purebred

Red Angus herd is being estab-
lished. The herd numbers are
steadily inclining to about 200 head

of breeding animals. D & D also

has row crops along with five -
hundred acres of hay ground.

Replacement heifers at D
& D are synchronized with MGA,

Al 6d, and sent to a
from the cows with a calving ease Red An-
gus bull The cows

and early May using CIDRs to synchronize
them. The cows are then sent to pasture on

a rotational grazing program.
and were taken to
The cows are moved from cool

season to warm season grasses which con-
sist ofé..The cows
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gosity. Calves are only creep fed a couple
of weeks prior to weaning in
order to acquaint them with
grain and produce more accu-
rate production data from the
herd. The calves are weaned
in September and started on a
growing ration of corn oats
and a protein supplement,
along with free choice hay.
Steers and any purebreds that
are culled are sent to Venners
feedlot in Arcadia, IA to
gather carcass information.
The bulls that are kept back
are carefully evaluated at least
four times; at weaning, late
fall, after the first of the year,
and finally in April, until only
the best bulls are left to be
sold. Approximately fifteen

bulls are sold by private treaty every year.

The top F1 females are retained, bred, and

then sold as commercial replacements.

Approximately twenty purebred heifers

are also kept to go back in the herd. The

replacement heifers are also evaluated at
weaning and then a few months after, be-
fore being selected to stay in the herd.
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